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ON THE LAWFULNESS OF MAKING SUPPLICATION AGAINST 
OPPRESSORS 


by Shaykh Muhammad Shareef bin Farid 


The ‘psychosis of the house negro’ has become prevalent these days and has 
resurfaced with the desperate comeback of white supremacy. You can’t have one 
without the other. No white chauvinism can exist without its enabler in the slave 
culture — the grateful house negro. And to the extent we can admit that racism has 
always been here bubbling just under the surface of American society; so too has the 
house negro been among us, keeping us grateful, loyal, law abiding consumer slaves. 

While the ‘house negro’ syndrome is one of the psychosis specific to the 
African American, yet this same anomaly drifted over to the domestically colonized 
Muslim populations residing in non Muslim lands as well. Its not certain whether the 
‘house negro syndrome’ was transmitted to immigrant Muslims in the US via the 
African Americans Muslims they associated with or, whether this destructive 
psychosis automatically affects any non-white immigrant to the US. The jury is still 
out on that one. 

So we know why ‘the house negro’ prays for his oppressor, hopes that his 
oppressor reform themselves, sees his oppressors demise and fall as his own. This is 
well known as al-Hajj Malik El Shabazz eloquently related to us. But why would 
Muslims, who have the best religion, the best Prophet, the Best heavenly book, and 
the best supplication, not make supplication.against their-oppressors? 

Is it prohibited for a Muslim to pray and supplicate against their oppressors? Is 
the Muslims reticence to supplicate against those who oppress them the result of some 
inward pious calling, some profound transformative tolerance dictated by the Sacred 
Book and the Sunna? Or is it simply the conditioned response of the victim of 
oppression adjusting themselves, like the ‘house negro’, to the inevitability of their 
oppression? 

Needless of the cause, today certain Muslim quraa (intellectuals) and public 
speakers are saying that the oppressed Muslims of this land and abroad are forbidden 
to make supplication against those countries and people who oppress them. I will 
return to examining the nature of such as sickness, but for now I will state 
categorically that making supplication against oppressors is lawful based upon the 
Book, the Sunna and the consensus (ijma) of the scholars. 


THE BOOK 
As for the Book there are the words of Allah ta*ala: 
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“Allah does not love the public utterance of hurtful speech unless by one to whom 
injustice has been done indeed Allah is Hearing All Knowing” [4:148 


One of the foremost Quranic exegesis of our African ancestors Shaykh 
Abdullahi Dan Fodio said in his famous Diya’t-Ta‘weel Fi Ma‘ana’t-Tanzeel 
concerning Allah ta‘ala’s words: 
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Allah does not love the public utterance of hurtful speech” from anyone; and this is 
the same whether a person utters hurtful speech secretly. However, public utterance of 
hurtful speech is more obscene; since it is the kind of language which incurs Divine 
punishment. 
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The meaning of His words: “unless” means ean the ed uttered publically is 
done “by one to whom injustice has been done”. Therefore, the one who informs 
others of the injustice of an oppressor should not be blamed. However, he should not 
go overboard in calling them out. Thus, the meaning of the verse is: that it is not 
lawful from the sharia for a person to manifest the hidden circumstances of any 
people; except for the person who is the-victim.of injustice from that people. They are 
permitted to say: ‘so-and-so stole from me’; or ‘so-and-so coerced me’; or they have 
the right to insult someone with the same insult that was made against them. 
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This is based upon words of Allah: “And whoever defends himself after his being 
oppressed, these it is against whom there is no way to blame.” There also the 
prophetic tradition related by Muslim: “For two people insulting one another in 
words; the blame falls on the one who started it”. 
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Ibn Abass said: “The Muslim who is the victim of injustice (madhluum) has a license 
to supplicate against his oppressor who is Muslim (dhaalim). However, if he is patient 
it is better for him.” Imam al-Hasan al-Basri added to that saying: “He exhibits his 
patience by supplicating: ‘°O GOD assist me against him”; or: “O GOD extract my 


rights from him’; or: “O GOD resolve what is between me and what he wants”; and 
other forms of supplication. 
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The Chief Judge Ibn al-‘Arabi said: “All of the above judgments applies when the 
person oppressing you is one who claims to believe in Allah. However, if the person 
that is oppressing you is a disbeliever; then you have the right to let your tongue flow 
freely regarding him. You can supplicate for his utter destruction and with every kind 
of supplication. If this person is open in his oppression of you; then supplicate against 
him openly; and he should have no honor that can be respected, no corporeal that 
should be respected or any wealth. 


Z{- ghee o& off ge T- we 2 Less 4ty wey oY 7 24 8 5 LMS 
SIS 24083 ad ale J) le Os) Oh IA) Ashe 28 gs sales ls 

es ive @: oe 2 
Imam Mujahid, the leader of the Taabiuun of Mecca said: “The above cited verse 
was revealed regarding the issue of hosting a guest; when a man was the guest of 


another in his home and that person did not see to the needs of his guest. This verse 
permitted the guest whose rights were violated to mention this about the host. 
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”The meaning of His words: “Allah is Hearing” is that He is all hearing of the pleas 
of the victim of injustice; “All Knowing’; of all the circumstances of oppressor. 


THE SUNNA 

As for the Sunna It has been related in the Saheeh of al-Bukhari on the 
authority of Abdallah ibn Abi Awfa, who said: “The Messenger of Allah, may Allah 
bless him and grant him peace supplicated against the Confederates. He said: 
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“O Allah! The Revealer of the Book, the One Swift in Reckoning! Destroy the 
Confederates! Destroy them and shake them violently!”The meaning of his words, 
upon him be blessings and peace: “O Allah! The Revealer of the Book”; is O Allah 
who has revealed the Qur’an. This supplication is an indication of the directing of 
Divine victory for them as a result of taking intermediacy with the Book; or with what 
is in It from the commands of Allah, and with what He has promised of His victory., 


This is like His words: “Fight them and Allah will punish them by your hands, 
and He will lay them low and give you victory over them, and He will heal the breast 
of a believing people. He will remove the rage from their hearts, for Allah relents to 
whom He wills. He is the Knowing the Wise.” 

For by means of the revelation of the Book, they obtain the blessings of the 
Hereafter which is Islam. In another narration he said: “The One who Dispatches the 
clouds...”; which is a reference to His obvious power in subjugating the clouds by the 
dynamics of the winds which flow by the will of Allah ta‘ala, how the clouds 
sometimes remain in their place in spite of the blowing of the winds, and how 
sometimes He causes the clouds to rain and at other times not. 

All of this is an indication of His ability to move the clouds in assistance to the 
mujaahiduun in their movements in fighting, His ability to hold back the hands of the 
disbelievers from reaching them, His causing the rain to fall upon the place of the 
spoils of war, along with giving them success in fighting, and His preventing the 
disbelievers from defeating them or from anything of disarray to negatively affect 
them. All of this indicates the virtuous spiritual states of the Muslims. By means of 
the dispatching of the winds, they obtain the blessings of this world’s life which is 
their daily provision. 

The meaning of his words, upon him be blessings and peace: “...the One Swift 
in Reckoning!”; is O One who is Swift in Reckoning, where he means that the time of 
His reckoning is swift in coming; or that He is Swift during His Reckoning; or that the 
swiftness of His reckoning is near at hand. The meaning of his words, upon him be 
blessings and peace: “Destroy the Confederates!”’; is that it is Allah ta‘ala alone who 
destroys them by sending against them gale winds, and forces which they will be 
unable to perceive, as it was related in the Chapter called al-Ahzaab. 

The meaning of the appellation ‘Confederates’ is a reference to those allied 
forces who joined against the Muslims on the day of the Trench. In another narration 
he said: “‘...and the Destroyer of the confederates”; which is an indication of taking as 
intermediacy the previously mentioned blessings along with divesting oneself of 
ability by means of taking reliance-upon Allah. This spiritual state comprises the 
belief that it is Allah alone who is singular in His actions, by which the destruction of 
the confederates will gain for the Muslims the preservation of the blessings of this life 
and the Hereafter. 

It as if he said: ‘O Allah just as you have blessed us with the immensity of 
these two blessings in the Hereafter and in this world’s life, also preserve them for us 
and make them persist for us.’ 

The meaning of his words, upon him be blessings and peace: “Destroy them 
and shake them violently!”; in in accordance with what an-Nawwawi said: ‘It means: 
cause them to be distressed and cause convulsion to descend upon them with evey 
kind of severe adversity. This is proof for the unanimous agreement regarding that 
supplications are answered when encountering the enemy.’ In another narration he 
said: “...destroy them and give us victory over them.” 

In the narration of al-Isma‘ili from another perspective it is reported that he, 
may Allah bless him and grant him peace also supplicated saying: “O Allah You are 
our Lord and their Lord. We are Your servants and they are Your servants. Our 
forelocks and their forelocks are in Your Hand, so destroy them and give us victory 
over them.” 

Al-Haafidh said: ““What is meant by this supplication against them is that it is 
a request that when they are destroyed that nothing remains of them.” Al-Dawudi 
said: “What he desired in his supplication is for them to be afflicted with recklessness 


in their intellects and the shuddering of their feet during the military encounter where 
they are unable to be firmly established in fighting.” In this prophetic tradition it 
establishes that supplication is the most superior of the weapons of the Muslims, 
along with the fact that it was transmitted in many other prophetic traditions. More 
importantly it establishes the lawfulness and the virtue in making supplication against 
oppressors. 


THE CONSENSUS (JJMA) 

As for the consensus of the scholars of Islam, it is unanimous of the 
lawfulness of making supplication against oppressors. Shehu Uthman Dan Fodio 
established this in his Sawq al-Umma Ila Ittiba’ as-Sunna where he named a chapter 
in the Book of Jihad: “On What Has Been Related Regarding Making Supplication 
Against the Kufaar During Times of War, Conquering and Violent Repercussions.” 

Similarly, Imam Malik, Imam Abu Hanifa, Imam as-Shafi’, Imam Ahmad ibn 
Hanbal, Imam al-Bukhari, Imam Muslim and many of the other jurists and 
traditionists of the Salaf composed chapters in their sunnan, their musnad and jami* 
collections with the title on the lawfulness of making supplication against oppressors 
and disbelievers. In fact supplication is the best means by which Muslims can defend 
themselves against all forms of injustice and tyranny. It is for this reason that it has 
been related by ad-Daylami in his Musnad ‘l-Firdaus on the authority of Ibn Abass 
who said that the Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and grant him peace said: 
“The best weapon of the believer is patience and supplication.” 

This is evidence for the obligation of making supplication against the 
oppressive disbelievers among the Jews and Christians and others in these times who 
have invaded the lands of Islam, displayed their way of life in a conquering and 
vainglorious manner, prevented the commands and prohibitions of the legal rulings of 
the Muslims from taking place, their entering into whatever places they desire killing 
the children of the Muslims, their women, young boys, elderly, middle aged and 
youth by spilling their blood with impunity, their defiling of the graves of the 
Prophets, the scholars, the awliyya-and the righteous, and their interdicting the right of 
Muslim women in their lands from covering themselves as they wish. 

All of these afflictions necessitate us supplicating against them with every 
variety of supplication and gives license for us to let our tongues flow freely against 
them in asking Allah for the destruction of the foundations of their governments, the 
collapse of the vital elements to their economies, the breakdown of the pillars of their 
system, the division of their unity, and for the utter convulsion of their armies. 

For, the keys to seeking openings and victory in jihaad are by means of 
supplication, imploring Allah, being broken before Him, recognizing one’s 
impotence, humiliation and repentance. This is evidence that attaining victory is 
through the baraka of the supplications of the powerless of the struggling Muslims, 
the impoverished Muslims who make strenuous effort, and the estranged Muslims 
made so due to oppression; as he upon him be blessings and peace said: “Indeed Allah 
gives victory to this Umma by means of the oppressed among them, by their 
supplications, prayers, and sincerity.” 

In another narration he said: “Seek out the oppressed, for indeed you are 
provided your wealth, and given victory by means of the oppressed among you.” This 
means that the Muslims are given victory and provided for by reason of them, or by 
means of the baraka of their supplications, prayers and spiritual litanies. 

The Shehu, may Allah ta-ala be merciful to him said in his Munaajaat: “O 
Allah exalt the banner of faith, the Sunna and obedience above the Throne, and efface 


disbelief, heretical innovation and disobedience. Efface every enemy who does not 
desire the honor of Islam to prevail. Suffice me against the evils of all the 
disbelievers, in the east, in the west, in the north and in the south and all those points 
in between by the rank of all those things we have taken intermediacy with, and by 
the rank of Muhammad, the Prophet of Mercy, may Allah bless him and grant him 
peace. 

Allah utterly destroy them, shake them violently, and plunder them with Your 
vengeance. Fill their hearts with fright, break their infrastructure, blind their vision, 
make their surveillance deaf, and seize them by their foundations and _ their 
implementations until they are completely shaken by the exhaustion and fear 
afflicting in their own bodies. 

O Allah enumerate them precisely, divide them into dispersed fractions where 
none of them remain, and allow us to inherit their land, and the wealth of their 
families. Revive us and the helpers of the Sunna in these lands by the rank of 
Muhammad, the Prophet of Mercy, may Allah bless him and grant him peace.” 

For, this is an accepted supplication with Allah with which one can supplicate 
against all the disbelievers. I have tested it and found it to be precise and 
instantaneous, and all praises are due to Allah for that. The following are three 
important supplications against enemies composed by Shaykh Abdullahi Dan Fodio, 
Shaykh Muhammad Tukur and Shaykh Abd’1-Qaadir al-Jaylani. The supplication of 
Shaykh Abdullahi Dan Fodio is named Hizb _al-Ashraar (The Litany Against 
Evildoers), which I received from Shaykh Muhammad. al-Amin ibn Adam, who 
received it from Shaykh Abd’r-Raaziq.ibn Uthman, who received it from Shaykh 
Uthman ibn Abd’l-Qaadir, who received it from Shaykh Abd’l-Qaadir ibn Mustafa, 
who received it from Shaykh Mustafaibn Muhammad at-Turudi, who received it from 
Shaykh Abdullahi Dan Fodio. 

The supplication of Shaykh Muhammad Tukur is named Du‘a “Ala al-* Adaai’ 
(A Supplication Against Enemies), which I received from Shaykh Muhammad al- 
Amin ibn Adam, who received it from Shaykh Abd’r-Raaziq ibn Uthman, who 
received it from Shaykh Uthman-ibn Abd’l-Qaadir;-who received it from Shaykh 
Abd’1-Qaadir ibn Mustafa, who received it from Shaykh Muhammad Tukur. 

The supplication of Shaykh Abd’|-Qaadir al-Jaylani is named Hizb an-Nasr 
(The Litany of Victory), which I received from Shaykh Muhammad al-Amin ibn 
Adam, who received it from Shaykh Adam Kari angha ibn Muhammad Tukur, who 
received it from Shaykh Mallam Musa al-Muhajir, who received it from Shaykh Ali 
Dinba ibn Abi Bakr Mallami, who received it from Shehu Uthman Dan Fodio with his 
chain of authority going back to Shaykh Abd’1-Qaadir al-Jaylani. 

The best times to recite these ahzaab are with the two rak-ats of fajr before 
the subh prayer and with the two rak-ats after the maghrib prayer. These are the times 
which are optimal when making supplication against enemies. Shaykh Muhammad 
Bello ibn Abdullahi ibn Umar ibn Yusef ibn Sultan Muhammad Bello instructed me 
that the person who desires to supplicate against enemies; that in the two sunna rak‘at 
before subh prayer, he should recite al-Faatihah and Surat al-Inshirah in the first 
rak’at and al-Faatihah and Surat al-Fil in the second rak“at. In the prostrations of 
these two rak‘at, he should recite the Du‘a “Ala al-*Adaai’ (A Supplication Against 
Enemies) of Shaykh Muhammad Tukur. After the salaam he should recite the Hizb al- 
Ashraar of Shaykh Abdullahi Dan Fodio and the Hizb ‘n-Nasr of Shaykh Abd’l- 
Qaadir al-Jaylani. He should do the same in the two sunna rak‘at after the maghrib 
prayer as well. I have tested this and found it as accurate as a surface to air missile. 
Success is with Allah. 
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The Litany Against Evils 
By Shaykh Abdullahi Dan Fodio 
In the name of Allah, the Beneficent the Merciful, may Allah send blessings upon our 
master Muhammad, his family and Companions and give them much peace. 

This is the Litany Against Evildoers of Shaykh Abdullahi Dan Fodio, may 
Allah engulf him in His mercy Amen. By means of this litany of protection Allah will 
protect a person from all of his enemies, whether near or far, whether unseen or 
apparent. Whoever takes on this litany reciting it in the morning and evenings Allah 
will utterly destroy all of his enemies and Allah will completely humiliate those who 
slander him with evil. It is the following: 

“O Allah, indeed a people that You are thoroughly knowledgeable of have 
exulted in their own might through their plots, schemes, high status and large 
numbers. O Allah place their ruination inside of their scheming; place their 
destruction inside of their movements and place their carnage inside of their own 
fraudulence. Assign over them the most evil of Your servants and let their destruction 
flow from the tongues of Your creation. 

Decree their destruction; decree their destruction; decree their destruction. O 
Allah leave them like “the trunks of palm-trees torn up.” [54:21]. O Allah leave them 
like: “trunks of hollow palms. Do you then see of them one remaining?” [69:7-8]. O 
Allah rain down upon them: “rain down upon them stones of baked clay.” [11:82] O 
Allah make Your punishment: “come to them while they are asleep”, or “let it come to 
them in the morning while they are playing?” [7:97-98] O Allah do not make them 
safe from Your plots. O Allah, deal with them effectively, for they cannot incapacitate 
You. O Allah seize them: “with the seizing of a town while they are unjust; surely His 
punishment is painful, severe?’ [11:102}-O-Allah destroy them with utter destruction 
and scatter them “with utmost scattering” [34:19] from a direction that they cannot 
expect. O Allah hurl between them mutual enmity and hatred. O Allah bring down 
upon them affliction, and _preoccupy them with worries from themselves that 
preoccupy them from us. 

O Allah inflict upon them-a-beast from Your beasts; and seize them coming 
and going and with afflictions which are unceasing.“Have you not seen how your 
Lord dealt with the companions of the elephants? Did He not cause their war to end 
in confusion? And send down upon them birds in flocks? Casting against them stones 
of baked clay? So, He rendered them like straw eaten up?” [105: 1-5] 

O Allah make their plots go astray: “indeed the criminals shall abide in the 
chastisement of Hell. It shall not be abated from them and they will despair in it. And 
We are not unjust to them, but they themselves were unjust.” [43: 74-76] 

“Indeed, those who reject Our signs and turn away from them haughtily, the 
doors of heaven will never be opened for them, nor will the enter the Paradise until 
the camel passes through the eye of a needle; and thus do We reward the criminals. 
They will have a bed of Hell Fire and from above them coverings from it, and thus do 
We reward the unjust.” [7:40-41] 

The arrow of Allah has struck the enemies of Allah! The arrow of Allah has 
struck the enemies of Allah! The arrow of Allah has struck the enemies of Allah! 

“You did not throw when you threw, but it was Allah who threw.” [8:17] “So the roots 
of the people who were unjust were cut off; and all praises are due to Allah, the Lord 
of the worlds.” [6:45] 

May Allah send blessings upon our master Muhammad, his family and 
Companions and give them abundant peace. It is complete with the praise of Allah, 
and the best of His help. 


lbY1 le ped 
AES (8 Ol IS ek Cag jaall gh ase ASS al alad EVI fe sled 
a Gag Al leds big glass clase OX site Wd SENT JES OS Oo alls Ul 
sal ays Sf il cas CAT al I ge Jab Sy pe wt Ce LY ie Vk 
-eledll lags Iyeks Sli pate Goreate Lijig dye SKals 
alls Ge qide ld «iil La 1Sgtig GIVI Ile CELA LoS «ol Ggslaads slael cual agit 
ae lal cece OS He Jal G cGuaulall aaay Gy lGall Kay Guile 355 Gulla 
saayer Gpall dl 


Supplication Against Enemies 

This is the supplication against enemies of the knower of Allah, Shaykh 
Muhammad Bello, known as Muhammad Tukur. He said in his Qira’ al-Ahibba: :As 
for the destruction for the one who has many enemies; they should recite it every 
morning and evening based on the number of the enemies. They should supplicate 
with the following supplication. Whoever adheres to this supplication, there will not 
remain in this world a single enemy except that they will either be destroyed, go 
blind, become impoverished or-insane.-Whoever desires the destruction of enemies 
should recite it frequently and increase in seeking Divine vengeance against their 
harms. They should supplicate with this supplication: 

“O Allah destroy all of my enemies and those who envy me in the same way 
that You destroyed ancient “Aad and Thamud where nothing of them remained. And 
make me far from the injustice of oppressors; far from the tyranny of the tyrants; far 
from the schemes of those who plot; and far from the envy of the envious. O Most 
Powerful over all things, destroy forme the unjust swiftly.” 
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This is the Supplication of Victory 
Of Our Master Abd’1-Qaadir al-Jaylani 

O Allah cut off the limits of the- hopes of my enemies. O Allah dissolve their 
unity and their authority. O Allah divide their gatherings, overturn their economy, 
alter their circumstances, reverse their actions, render their weapons ineffective, make 
their end near at hand, shorten their ages, cause quakes to strike their foundations, 
alter their thinking, delimit their hopes, cause ruin to impact their infrastructure, wipe 
away their traces until nothing-remains.of. their remnants, nor can they find any 
protection. 

O Allah preoccupy them with their own bodies and souls, and strike them with 
thunderbolts of Your vengeance. Punish them with a severe punishment. Seize them 
with a mighty seizing. Indeed You have power over all things, for there is no power 
nor might besides Allah, the Exalted the Immense. 

O Allah, do not prevent them and do not elevate them, except by means of 
You. O Allah we place You over their destruction; and we seek refuge with You 
against their evils. 

O “King of the Day of Judgment, it is You we worship and it is with You that 
we seek assistance.” O “King of the Day of Judgment, it is You we worship and it is 
with You that we seek assistance.” O “King of the Day of Judgment, it is You we 
worship and it is with You that we seek assistance.” 

Upon them bring utter destruction and annihilate them completely. Render 
them as “scattered floating dust,” [25:23]. Ameen, Ameen. O Allah! O Allah! O 
Allah! 

In the name of Allah, with the rank of Muhammad, I ask You to cover us in 
the world and the Next. Indeed you have power over all things, and there is no power 
or might besides Allah the Exalted the Immense. May Allah send blessings upon our 
master Muhammad, his family, and Companions with abundant and plentiful peace 
until the Day of Judgment. 
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